Mediastinal tumors of peripheral nervous system origin.
A wide spectrum of benign and malignant tumors of peripheral nervous system origin can arise in the mediastinum. These neoplasms are more frequent in the posterior mediastinum and can develop from peripheral nerves, sympathetic and parasympathetic ganglia, and neural tube embryonic remnants. The clinicopathologic features of mediastinal schwannomas, melanotic schwannomas, neurofibromas, ganglioneuromas, granular cell tumors, malignant tumors of peripheral nerve sheath origin, malignant melanocytic tumors of peripheral nerve sheath origin, neuroblastomas, ganglioneuroblastomas, and pigmented neuroectodermal tumors of infancy are reviewed.